
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
SADC to host a PUBLIC LECTURE to facilitate the sharing of ideas and 

discussions on the transformative power of knowledge, science, technology 
and innovation 

 
13 August 2024, Gaborone, Botswana: The Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) will host a Public Lecture at the Diamond Lecture Theatre of the University of 
Zimbabwe on 15th August 2024. The event is organised by the University of Zimbabwe 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation Science and 
Technology Development of the Republic of Zimbabwe. 
 
His Excellency, Dr. Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa, the President of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe, Chancellor of State Universities, and the incoming Chairperson of SADC, will 
deliver the keynote address at the Public Lecture. The President will be accompanied by  
General (Rtd) Dr Constantino D. G. N. Chiwenga, the Vice President of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe, and Ministers from SADC Member States. His Excellency Mr. Elias M. Magosi, 
the Executive Secretary of SADC, will also grace the occasion. 
 
The theme for the 2024 SADC Public Lecture is "Building Research Capacity and 
Innovation Ecosystems for a Sustainable Industrialised SADC Economy," which was 
derived from the theme of the 44th SADC Heads of State and Government Summit: 
"Promoting Innovation to Unlock Opportunities for Sustained Economic Growth and 
Development Towards an Industrialised SADC." 
 
The objective of the Public Lecture is to establish a foundation for the development of a 
SADC framework that focuses on building research capacity and innovation ecosystems 
across all levels of education, from primary to secondary, tertiary, and higher education, 
to achieve an industrialised and sustainable SADC economy. This framework is based on 
the power of knowledge, science, technology, and innovation, in response to the demands 
of the global market and livelihoods.  
 
The objectives of the 2024 SADC Summit Public Lecture are as follows: 
 

• To demonstrate the significance of research and innovation in our education 
systems in transforming SADC into an industrialised region; 
 

• To identify strategies to enhance research and innovation capacity in SADC 
schools, colleges, vocational training centres and universities and their 
roles in driving industrialisation; 



 
 

• To unpack research and innovation ecosystems that drive industrialisation 
for sustained economic and social development.  

 
The Public Lecture will also feature a high-level panel discussion by policymakers and 
leaders in academia across the SADC Member States, as well as tours of exhibitions, the 
University of Zimbabwe Innovation Hub, and the University's National Transtech Solutions 
Centre. 
 
The event  will be live-streamed on the SADC Facebook page (facebook.com/sadc.int) 
and on the SADC YouTube channel (youtube.com/SADCnews). 
 
For enquiries: 

Ms. Barbara Lopi, Head of Communication and Public Relations, email; blopi@sadc.int  
or Mr. Letso S. Mpho, email lmpho@sadc.int  or email prinfo@sadc.int. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

SADC in Brief 

SADC is an organisation of 16 Member States established in 1980 as the Southern African Development 
Coordinating Conference (SADCC) and later, in August,1992 transformed into the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC). The mission of SADC is to promote sustainable and equitable economic 
growth and socio-economic development through efficient, productive systems, deeper cooperation and 
integration, good governance and durable peace and security; so that the region emerges as a competitive 
and effective player in international relations and the world economy. Member States are Angola, 
Botswana, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  
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