PRESS RELEASE

SADC Outlook Favours Drier Conditions Across Much of Southern Africa During
the 2026/27 Rainy Season

Swakopmund, Namibia, 28 August 2026: The Southern African Development
Community (SADC), through the SADC Climate Services Centre and National
Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs), has released the regional climate
outlook for the 2026/27 rainy season, indicating an increased likelihood of below-normal
rainfall across much of the central and southern parts of the region, while wetter
conditions are favoured across parts of the north and northeast.

For October-November—December (OND) 2026, below-normal rainfall is favoured
across much of Angola, southern Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Namibia, Botswana,
most of South Africa, Eswatini and Lesotho. Normal to above-normal rainfall is favoured
over parts of the northern region, while above-normal rainfall is expected over eastern
DRC, most of Tanzania, the extreme northern parts of Malawi and Zambia, and
Seychelles.

As the rainy season progresses, the drier signal is expected to persist across much of the
central and southern parts of the region. During January—February—March (JFM) 2027,
below-normal rainfall remains favoured across much of Angola, Namibia, Botswana,
Zimbabwe, Zambia and parts of South Africa. In contrast, normal to above-normal rainfall
is favoured across much of the northern region, with above-normal rainfall particularly
favoured over eastern Tanzania and Comoros.

The temperature outlook indicates an increased likelihood of above-average
temperatures across most of the SADC region, except over some central areas where
cooler-than-usual conditions are expected.

A key climate driver for the 2026/27 rainy season is the developing El Nifio in the tropical
Pacific. El Nifio conditions are already established and are expected to strengthen further
during the latter part of 2026, reaching strong to very strong intensity, with peak intensity
expected around the OND 2026 period. Strong El Nifio events are generally associated
with an increased likelihood of below-normal rainfall over large parts of central and



southern SADC, although rainfall across the region is also influenced by other climate
drivers.

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) is currently neutral; however, the latest guidance
indicates a high likelihood of a positive 10D developing and persisting through OND
before weakening towards neutral conditions in early 2027.

The outlook was released following the Thirty-Third Southern Africa Regional Climate
Outlook Forum (SARCOF-33), held in Swakopmund, Namibia, from 25 to 28 August
2026, bringing together climate experts from SADC Member States, the SADC Climate
Services Centre and international climate partners.

The SADC Climate Services Centre will continue to provide regional climate updates,
while NMHSs will issue detailed country-specific forecasts and advisories. Stakeholders
and users are encouraged to closely follow updated sub-seasonal, monthly and shorter-
range forecasts throughout the 2026/27 rainy season.

For enquiries:

Ms. Barbara Lopi, Head of Communication and Public Relations, email; blopi@sadc.int
or Mr. Letso S. Mpho, email Impho@sadc.int or email prinfo@sadc.int, or WhatsApp
+26771640456

SADC in Brief

SADC is an organisation of 16 Member States established in 1980 as the Southern African Development Coordinating
Conference (SADCC) and later, in August,1992 transformed into the Southern African Development Community
(SADC). The mission of SADC is to promote sustainable and equitable economic growth and socio-economic
development through efficient, productive systems, deeper cooperation and integration, good governance and durable
peace and security; so that the region emerges as a competitive and effective player in international relations and the
world economy. Member States are Angola, Botswana, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eswatini, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe.
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